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1 . Amended claims 46-72 and new claims 73-84 are pending. The Final action is 
appropriate. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, seepage 8-9, filed 9/15/05, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 46-72 under Mitchell-Pollack have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Mitchell-Busey. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§112 

3. Claims 46-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. It was unclear how the information associated to a 
waveform. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. Claims 46-84 are nonstatutory for failing to restrict the claimed invention to only 
tangible media. Note that the specification (page 18 lines 28-30) discloses the shape of 
waveform as a subject matter which not useful or failed to teach how to convert the 
wave form to haptic sensation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 46-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Mitchell et al [6,166,732] in view of Busey et al [Busey 5,764,916]. 

6. As per claim 46, Mitchell discloses a method comprising receiving user specified 
information from a user interface [Mitchell, selected by the user, col 8 lines 52-65]; 
including the user specified force information in a chat message [Mitchell, force feed 
back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]; the user specified 
force information associated with a waveform [Mitchell, electrical signal, col 7 line 6]; 
and transmitting the chat message to a network [Mitchell, Internet, col 1 1 line 1 1 

Mitchell also discloses a chat message or event notification with event trigger [Mitchell, 
event notification which trigger event, col 19 line 42-col 20 lines 65, Fig 15]. 
Howevere Mitchell dose not explicitly detail "the user-specified force information in a 
chat message (i.e.: event notification), the user-specified force information configured to 
cause a haptic sensation to be output when the chat message is delivered to a client 
machine" 

Busey discloses a method for real time network chat wherein the message includes one 
or more instructions in HTML (or force information) cause a function to be output (or 
message display) the HTML instructions (or URL link, destination address) in the 
receiving chat client [Busey, abstract] 
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An Official Notice is taken that the email message with an event embedded was well- 
known in the art [see Hansen reference: Enhancing documents with embedded 
programs] 

Therefore it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the message with information cause the output at the 
client machine as taught by Busey into the Mitchell's apparatus in order to utilize the 
haptic sensation with an event notification. Doing so would provide the chat users an 
efficient process to send the dynamic messages via chat session with haptic feedback 
data. 

7. As per claims 56,62,68,76 contain the similar limitations set forth in claim 46. 
Therefore claims 56,62,68 are rejected for the same rationale set forth in claim 46. 

8. As per claims 47,63 Mitchell-Busey disclose receiving user specified information 
via a chat interface as inherent feature of chat message. 

9. As per claims 48,64 Mitchell-Busey disclose receiving a haptic effect selected 
from a plurality of haptic effects in the chat interface and associating the force 
information with the selected haptic effect [Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 12 
lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 
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10. As per claim 49, Mitchell-Busey disclose the plurality of haptic effects is 
graphically represented by a plurality of button or electronic signal / message as 
inherent features of haptic feedback sensations or effects [Mitchell, force feed back, 
sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63], 

11. As per claims 50,65 Mitchell-Busey disclose associating the force information 
with a command input to the chat interface as inherent feature of chat message. 

1 2. As per claims 51 ,66 Mitchell-Busey disclose the user specified force information 
includes a force command, the force command configured to instruct the output of the 
haptic sensation associated with the delivery of the chat message [Mitchell, force feed 
back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63], 

13. As per claim 52, Mitchell-Busey disclose the force information includes a network 
address (i.e.: location), the network address being associated with a network location 
storing a library of haptic sensations as inherent feature of chat session [Mitchell, force 
feed back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63], 

14. As per claim 53, Mitchell-Busey disclose the force information includes data 
characterizing the haptic sensation to be output. 
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15. As per claims 54,60,67,72 Mitchell-Busey disclose including a sound information 
in the chat message, the sound information configured to cause an auditory effect to be 
output when the chat message is delivered to a client machine as inherent feature of 
chat session [Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 
lines 45-63]. 

16. As per claims 55,61 Mitchell-Busey disclose the network includes one of a local 
area network (LAN),a wide area network (WAN), a wireless network, a computer 
network, a telephone network, and the Internet. 

1 7. As per claims 57,69 Mitchell-Busey disclose said directing the first signal to a 
haptic device, the first signal configured to cause the haptic device to output a haptic 
sensation associated with the chat message [Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 12 
lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63] 

18. As per claims 58,70 Mitchell-Busey disclose displaying the chat message 
[Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 

19. As per claims 59,71 Mitchell-Busey disclose extracting sound information from 
the chat message and generating a second signal associated with the sound 
information as inherent feature of chat session with force feedback [Mitchell, force feed 
back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 
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20. As per claim 65, Mitchell-Busey disclose code to associate the force information 
with a command input to the chat interface [Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 12 
lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 

21 . As per claim 73, Mitchell-Busey disclose the user-specified force information 
comprises force-information associated with a user-specified icon attribute [Mitchell, 
force feed back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 

22. As per claim 74, Mitchell-Busey disclose the waveform comprises a default 
waveform [Mitchell, electrical signal, col 7 line 6]. 

23. As per claim 75, Mitchell-Busey disclose the waveform represents speech data 
[Mitchell, electrical signal, col 7 line 6]. 

24. As per claim 77, Mitchell-Busey disclose receiving user-specified force 
information comprises receiving the user-specified force information via a chat interface 
[Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63], 

25. As per claim 78, Mitchell-Busey disclose receiving user-specified force 
information comprises receiving a haptic effect selected from a plurality of haptic effects 
in the chat interface and associating the user-specified force information with the 
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selected haptic effect [Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat 
room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 

26. As per claim 79, Mitchell-Busey disclose the plurality of haptic effects is 
graphically represented by a plurality of buttons [Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 
12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 

27. .As per claim 80, Mitchell-Busey disclose associating the user-specified force 
information with a command input to the chat interface [Busey, abstract]. 

28. As per claim 81 , Mitchell-Busey disclose the user-specified force information 
includes a force command, the force command configured to instruct the output of the 
haptic sensation associated with the delivery of the chat message [Mitchell, force feed 
back, sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63], 

29. As per claim 82, Mitchell-Busey disclose the user-specified force information 
includes a network address, the network address being associated with a network 
location storing a library of haptic sensations [Mitchell, force feed back, sensation, col 
12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 
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30. As per claim 83, Mitchell-Busey disclose the user-specified force information 
includes data characterizing the haptic sensation to be output [Mitchell, force feed back, 
sensation, col 12 lines 20-50; chat room, col 21 lines 45-63]. 



31 . As per claim 84, Mitchell-Busey disclose including a sound information in the 
chat message, the sound information configured to cause an auditory effect to be output 
when the chat message is delivered to a client machine [Mitchell, auditory perception, 
col 1 1 line 65 et seq.]. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Thong Vu, whose telephone number is (571 )- 
272-3904. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00AM- 
4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell, can be reached at (571) 272-3868. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval IPAIRI system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PMR or Public PMR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Thong Vu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 



